
First Sunday of Advent – December 3, 2017 
*indicates please stand as you are able 

GATHERING 
Silent Meditation 
Welcome & Announcements 
Advent Candle Lighting    Ron, Peggy, Cassidy and Landon Johnson           
Centering Song: “Come, Come Emmanuel”                 #91          
 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 80): 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel! Hear us this morning! 
Stir up your strength O God, come and save us! 
Like a shepherd, you led Israel out of Egypt. 
Like a vine from a fig tree, you planted Israel next to the nourishing river. 
Restore us, O Lord God of Hosts. 
Let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 

*Opening Hymn:  “Savior of the Nations, Come”          #102 
 

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession (based on Isaiah 64):       

O God, that you would tear open the heavens and come down and sit with us. 
Hear us. Comfort us. Urge us to face our nature as sinful people. You created 
us as soft clay; you molded us in your image. Yet, our sins cause us to fade like 
dry leaves in winter. We blow away, far from you. We suffer, our family 
suffers, our nation suffers, the world suffers. Hear us now as we call upon 
your name. Hear us as we silently pray our confession to you. 

 

Silent Prayer of Confession 
Assurance of Pardon & Hope:   

God is righteous to judge us; we are sinful people. We cannot save ourselves. Yet 
God is also a forgiving Mother, a patient potter. We are the work of a God who 
grants us mercy and grace to live as new people. In the beginning of a new Advent 
season, the blood of Jesus Christ renews us into new life. Through the love of 
Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen.  

 

*Sung Response: “Angels We Have Heard on High”      (refrain only) #113         
*Passing of the Peace:  The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
        And also with you. 

 



THE WORD 
Children’s Message   
Prayer for Illumination 
Scripture:  Isaiah 64:8-12                                     p. 695 OT     
        Mark 13:24-37      The Coming of the Son of Man          p. 50 NT 
 

Sermon                                                              Rev. Robert Drake 
WE RESPOND 

 

Hymn: “Creator of the Stars of Night”                                             #84 
 

Invitation to the Offering     Printed prayer requests are gathered with the offering 
and shared during the Prayers of the People. 
Offertory: “Come Now, Savior of the Nations”           Burkhardt 
*Doxology 
*Prayer of Dedication 

Creator God, from whom all blessings flow, receive our gifts. Use them in 
your service. We may not know the day or the hour in which your work is 
accomplished through us, yet we will remain awake, knowing that your work 
bears fruit all around us. May these gifts today be put to your holy service. 
Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
FPCM celebrates an open Communion.   

“All who have faith in Jesus Christ are welcome at this table.” 
 

Invitation to the Table 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving                       (Bulletin Insert)   
Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you give 
yourself fully to us. Grant us comfort in knowing that as surely as we tasted 
the bread and wine we tasted the nourishment that comes only from you. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
 

SENDING OUT 
*Closing Hymn: “While We Are Waiting, Come”          #92 
*Benediction 
*Closing Sung Response: “We Will Go Out with Joy”           vs.1 #539 
Postlude 



Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
(To be used in the order of Communion) 

 
The Lord be with you.                     

And also with you.   
Lift up your hearts.                          

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We praise you O Living God. You laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens 
are the work of your hands……………………….. Therefore we praise you, joining 
our voices with the heavenly choirs and with all the faithful of every time and place, 
who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Through the words of the prophets you promised your people the 
Redeemer, ………………………………………………………… We rejoice that in 
Jesus Christ, your Son, the Savior has come and that he will come again in power and 
glory to make all things new: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 
Lord our God, send your Holy Spirit so that this bread and cup…….. This we pray in 
the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name…………... 
 


