
The 50-Year Rededication Celebration Bulletin 

This bulletin is a reproduction of the original bulletin used 

on Sunday, November 17, 1968 when we first celebrated our new 

building. We reproduced the typeface, order of service, 

Scripture selection, hymns, and Litany of Dedication. We even 

reproduced the 1968 cover art. 

 

History of First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead 

Our history is closely connected with the history of Moorhead. 

We were the first church in Fargo-Moorhead, founded May 26, 

1872 (five months before First Norwegian Lutheran). We hosted 

the first public school classroom in Moorhead. One year later, 

we helped charter the Moorhead school district. Solomon 

Comstock helped support our pastor’s salary. We are a founding 

member of Churches United for the Homeless. We helped found 

Dorothy Day House. For 146 years, we have been integral to the 

civic health and social justice of Fargo-Moorhead.  

  

In 1965, just a few years after constructing our new CE wing, 

we discovered that the walls of our 1909 building were 

structurally unsound. We broke ground for our new location on 

the edge of then relatively-new I94 on a clear, windy day in 

the spring of 1967. One year later, we moved into our new 

church home, a quintessential, mid-modern sanctuary with 

angled walls, sloping ceilings, exposed beams, and diffused 

natural light. Some say it looks like a tent on the prairie. 

 

A Note About “Onward, Christian Soldiers” 

Due to its militarist language, this hymn was removed from our 

hymnal in 1990. Part of our fascination with reproducing the 

1968 bulletin was seeing how our language, theological focus, 

and cultural sensitivity has evolved and progressed over 50 

years.  

 

Musician Appreciation 

Joni Lordeman  organ and piano 

Elise Nelson  cello  Tim Nelson violin 

Andrew Swartchick soloist  Jeff Wallin bagpipes 

 



The Presbyterian Church of Moorhead 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 

 

A Service Dedicating 50 Years in Our New Building 

 

“Thanks be unto God for God’s inexpressible gift.” 

-- II Corinthians 9:15 

 

Prelude       Joni Lordeman, Elise Nelson, and Tim Nelson 

Choral Introit    “The Lord Is in His Holy Temple”  

Processional Hymn  “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”       No. 310 

 

Invocation and Prayer of Confession    Rev. Mary Holtey 

Kyrie “Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us” 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Turning of the Keys          Rev. Robert Drake 

 

Anthem “For the Beauty of the Earth”*         Chime Choir 

 

Presbytery Greeting      Michael Lochow, Stated Clerk 

 

Pastor’s Commentary             Rev. Robert Drake 

 

Offering*          Paul Campbell, CLP 

Offertory* “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Andrew Swartchick 

Prayer of Dedication 

 

Litany of Dedication        Rev. Elaine Sveet 

(original 1968 litany) 

Save us, O Lord, from living in the past, and from 

resting on the work of others. Let us find a new 

beginning and a new vision, that we may know our task 

in this place and in this world at this time. Keep us 

from pride that excludes others from the shelter of thy 

love; and from mean prejudice and mass evils that scar 

the tissues of our common life. 

 

 

 

People: O Lord, please hear us. 

 

Spare us from the selfishness that uses thy house as a 

means of getting social position or personal glory, and 

let us not hold back what we have or what we are when 

there is so much need. 

 

People: O Lord, please hear us. 

 

We pray, O Lord, that we may find in this place a new 

joy in the study of Scripture; 

 

People: Be thou our strength, O God. 

 

That we may find in thy church a prod to our 

imaginations, a shock to our laziness, and a source of 

power in doing thy will; 

 

People: Be thou our strength, O God. 

 

That we may be a responsible part of our own 

denomination, and share in the mission of other 

denominations, always seeking the common good; 

 

People: Be thou our strength, O God. 

 

O Lord, our God, we here dedicate not only this 

building, but we re-dedicate our personal lives to 

thee. Send thy Spirit among us, that confronted by thy 

truth, we may be free to worship thee as we ought, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

Choral Response* “One Step God Leads” 

(Please rise and join choir on third chorus) 

 

Benediction          Rev. Robert Drake 

Bagpipe Recessional Hymn    “Onward, Christian Soldiers” 

Postlude 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One Step God Leads 

(please rise and join choir on third chorus) 

 

Just one step, God leads, and one step I’ll 

follow,  

God knows my needs, and God will supply. 

I don’t know the future and all that’s in 

store,  

so I’ll take one step, one step to follow,  

to follow my Lord. 

So, I’ll take one step, one step to follow, 

to follow my Lord, follow my Lord. 

 


