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Cherry Pie Supper
On February 25, starting at 4 pm, the First 
Presbyterian Church of Moorhead will host its 
main fundraising event of the year - The Cherry 
Pie Supper. Last year the event raised a net 
income of over $5,000. Because of increased 
costs, reaching that level will be a challenge 
unless we have strong member support.  At 
$12.00/pre-sale ($12.50 at the door), it is the best meal 
in town for the price. Booklets of pre-sale tickets are available at 
church on Sunday, from Erik Swee (701 388-2675) or from the church office.

Volunteers Needed – Secret to Cherry Pie Supper Success
Traditional fresh baked cherry pie, the choice of good ham, our own coleslaw 
recipe, the right mixture of au gratin and scalloped potatoes are all ingredients 
that make the Cherry Pie Supper great. However, the reason it has always 
been a success is the willingness of members and friends of First Presbyterian 
Church to volunteer their time in late February to prepare and serve people 
who return year after year to what is the best church supper in the FM area. 
If you have not done so, please sign up for a volunteer position. There are 
opportunities to help in all areas. Sign-up sheets are available in fellowship 
hall or contact Erik Swee by phone (701) 388-2675 or email bswee@midco.
net. The compensation is that you will be working with and become better 
acquainted with your fellow church members.
Jobs available:

Bake Pies (Friday) * Debone and Cook Ham * Wait on Tables * Brew Coffee  
* Serve Pies and Ice Cream

Wash Dishes * Help in Kitchen * Serve Coleslaw * Runner * Help with 
Takeout * Nursery * Host

Help get the word out
All the preparation and willingness to help on Saturday, 
February 25 is of little value if we keep our supper secret. 
Please pick up a Cherry Pie Poster after church or from 
the church office and post it at your place of work, an 
organization that you may belong to or with whom you 
may do business.
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Jacqueline From
Corrine Swee
Marlys Johnson
Theresa Samuels
Plinio Espinosa
Laura Hagemann

Donald and Marion DeJong,
Carley Farley Meade
Josh Peterson
Mabel Schneider
Austyn

Amy Lobitz Feb 1
Marion DeJong Feb 4
Molly Ecker Feb 10
Hal Ecker Feb 22
Virginia Kolba Feb 25
Tim Ortez Feb 25
C Wilbur McGinnis Feb 27

Mid Week Meal & Program
Wed. February 1st 

Supper: Roast beef, mashed potatoes and gravy, carrots, 
biscuits, milk, and assorted bars

Wed. February 8th
Supper: Big people grilled cheese, homemade tomato soup, 
veggie tray, milk, and Valentine's cookies

Wed. February 15th
Supper: Pork chops in creamy rice, green beans, applesauce, 
milk, chocolate berry yogurt pie

Wed. February 22nd
Supper: Peking pork, egg rolls, lo mein noodles, milk, fortune 
cookies

Meal time: 6:00-6:45pm
Programming: 6:45pm (Program start time may vary slightly)
Meal donation is suggested at $6 adult / $2 child
You are always welcome to be our guest should this be a 
financially tight time in life. Your company is enough.

Looking for Chimes players! If 
you are interested please contact 
Holly Martin (701) 866-1071.

2017 Per Capita
The  2017 Per Capita is $44.00 per confirmed member. 
The apportionment for First Presbyterian Church is 
$7,172.  This amount is based on our membership on 
December 31, 2015 of 163 members.  Please pay your per 
capita as soon as you are able.
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Pastor Reflections
We are already planning for the second month in 2017. In January, for the 
Pastors Annual report, I was reflecting back on the life of your church in 
2016. It is the beginning of a new year and we can raise our hopes for going 
forward. 
January’s theme was “Reach Out to Others”.  The sermons for the month of 
January looked at the Mission Statement of First Presbyterian. Our mission 
is to be a caring community of God’s people who live by Christ’s teachings, 
reach out to others to share the love of God, and celebrate the good news 
of Jesus Christ through worship, prayer, thought, and action”. We say it in 

unison every Sunday at the end of service. 
Christ has given our community the spiritual gifts we need for going forward. Those gifts are Discernment, 
Knowledge, Teaching, Tongues or Voice, Wisdom, Miracles, Evangelism, Love, Faith, Hospitality, Healing, and 
Prophecy. All of us have some of these spiritual gifts which can be used and shared with others. Think of people who 
do not have a faith community, and share your gifts with them. We as a Christian community are called to share the 
love of God with others. 
I offer you a challenge for the month of February to pray about those spiritual gifts. Which ones do you have? How 
can you share them? We are not supposed to hold those gifts under a basket. Instead we are to let them shine so 
others can see them and the church community can benefit from them. Those gifts are not only for us within the 
walls of our building. We share them with people you meet outside the church during the week.
As we share our gifts with others, also think about inviting someone who does not have a faith community to attend 
worship with us. If not worship, then invite them to a church event.
In the Visioning Report for the annual meeting, one of the visions many people expressed, was to be a welcoming 
and caring community. Invite people to join you at events and small groups in the church. 
February 25th will be your church's annual Cherry Pie Supper. This will be an opportunity for you to invite others.
I also am inviting people to come and join First Presbyterian Church. We will be offering a new member class during 
the season of Lent. It will begin Sunday March 5th, 2017. It will meet for an hour at 9:00am Sunday mornings before 
worship. There will be 5 classes. On April 9th the class will meet with the Session and then be received into the 
church on the following Sunday, April 16th, which is Easter.
This month pray for how we use our gifts and for inviting people to join us in community. 

Grace and Peace 

- Pastor Paul

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:12
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Session News from January
• The church website has a new look, same address;  

www.firstpremhd.org. Check it out.  
• Our church secretary's hours have been increased to 15 

hrs/week. Office hours are Monday through Thursday 
8:15am to 12 noon.

• Upcoming dates: Cherry Pie Supper – February 25; Ash 
Wednesday- March 1; Easter- April 16; Confirmation – 
April 23

• Church Membership:  151 Active members
• 2016 Finances finished the year in good shape.  Member 

giving was close to what was projected. Decreased 
Pastoral expenses and decreased spending contributed to 
the overall positive ending to 2016.

• Action Ministry committee continues their work on 
setting up the Community Garden. A dinner in March 
will gather people inside and outside the church, who are 
interested in the garden.

• A new members class will start in Lent on Sunday 
mornings.

News & Events

February Hospitality Team:
Bill & Marilynn Woods
Jeanne Walker
John & Judy Ortez**
Tim / Ryne Ortez
** Group Leaders

B & G Suggestion Board
B&G tries to keep the building running smoothly, 
but sometimes we need extra sets of eyes. If you see 
things that need attention, we want to hear from you. 
We will be placing a white board or note pad in the 
hallway outside the office. If you notice things that 
need to be done, please put it on the list. We may not 
be able to do everything, but will do as much as we 
can. We look forward to your input.

Thank You
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
congregation for the ability to serve. My term on the 
Session is complete, but I will continue to serve on 
the Building & Grounds committee. It has been a 
productive 3 years and I am proud of what we have 
been able to accomplish. I look forward to what we 
are able to accomplish going forward. Thank you for 
this opportunity.

Tim Ortez 
B&G - Chair

Winter Snow Removal Schedule
FEB 6-12 Ron Johnson
FEB 13-19 Tim Nelson
FEB 20-26 Adam Massie
FEB 29-MAR 5 Chris Swee
MAR 6-12 Tim Ortez
MAR 13-19 Frank Kratky
MAR 20-26 John Ortez
MAR 27-APR 2 Mitchell Mckaig
APR 3-9 Erik Swee
APR 10-16 Scott Ecker
APR 17-23 Ron Johnson

The process of Calling A Pastor
The PNC has been working on the MIF- the Ministry 
Information Form. This document provides a narrative 
picture of the mission and ministry of the congregation 
and its sense of call. Prospective pastors will use the form 
to help them discern whether God is calling them to serve 
our church.
The MIF will be used to express our ministry context, 
demographics, history, theology, values, leadership needs, 
and expectations. This document when complete will be 
sent to session, and the Presbytery for their approval. The 
crafting of this document entails a lot of work.
Members of the PNC:  Kim Kelsh, Nadine Swee, Janet 
VanAmburg, Joni Lordeman and Adam Massie. Keep the 
PNC in your prayers.
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News & Events

Dorothy Day House of Hospitality  
& Food Pantry: 
We will serve on Monday, February 27th at 6:15 p.m. Additional hours are available to help 
out on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 1-3 p.m. (or as long as you can stay).
Please consider serving each month with your church congregation. It is great fellowship and 
helps out the pantry in a very important mission.
We cannot do it without you! If you have any questions, please contact Marilynn Woods at 
236-9917. Please join us when you are able!

Thank You for your Faithful Giving
Thank you for your faithful giving of time, talent, and treasure in 2016. In spending more time at the church over the 
past year, we have realized that many members give their time and talents to help run, maintain, and organize the 
church. Thank you to all who do the visible and invisible jobs that help our church.
On the giving front, we received $123,099 ($124,000 Goal) for the General Fund, and $10,872 for the Capital Fund 
($16,206 Goal). Both funds are in good shape moving into 2017.
Session has thoughtfully approved a near zero-based budget for 2017, with additional funding targeted for retaining 
and attracting youth in the church as well as reaching out to potential new adult members. The 2017 budget is based 
on giving goals for 2017, which are $102,000 for the General Fund and $15,695 for the Capital Fund.
Thank you again for your generous tithing.

Youth Group is helping lead a Midweek Event on Wednesday, February 8th.
Youth Group will be purchasing items for the youth room on Sunday, February 
12th at 2:30.  Meet at the Church.
See Scott Ecker if there is interest in attending Rest Fest on President's Day 
weekend, February 18th-20th.

The youth will collecting monetary and food donations 
on Super Bowl Sunday, February 5, 2017, in conjunction 
with "The Souper Bowl of Caring". All donations will 
stay local and the youth will decide the agency. They will 
be collecting money and food donations after Worship.

Children in Sunday School will spend the next few weeks learning stories of Jesus' miracles and 
parables. Confirmation classes are now held in our church on Sunday afternoons. There is a 
light supper from 5:00 - 5:30 and classes from 5:30 until 6:30. We are providing a light supper, 
so if anyone would like to volunteer a meal for 7 young adults, please contact Jane Lobitz. 
Confirmation Sunday is April 23, 2017.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

February Worship Schedule
Sun. Feb. 5th - Praying for Wisdom   
  - Matthew 5:13-20
  - 1 Corinthians 2:6-16
Sun. Feb. 12th - Praying for Growth
  - Matthew 5:21-37
  - 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Sun. Feb. 19th - Praying for Love 
  - Matthew 5:38-48
  - 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Sun. Feb. 26th - Transfiguration of the Lord 
       Praying for Transformation
  - Matthew 17:1-9
  - 2 Peter 1:16-21

Scrip
Valentine's Day is just around the corner. If you are 
struggling with a gift or something to do for the honey, 
might I suggest dinner and a movie? Make your plans 
with Scrip! 
Is Texas Roadhouse your style? Perhaps Olive Garden, 
Red Lobster, Applebees, or Old Chicago is more up your 
alley. Or if you're like my little lady, IHOP or Village Inn. 
Don't forget to get your tickets to Marcus Theatre. Shop 
with Scrip and a portion of your purchase is donated back 
to the church. So you can spread the love all around! 
Orders placed by Sunday February 5th, will be available 
for pickup on Sunday February 12th. Just in time for 
Valentine's. See www.shopwithscrip.com for a full list 
of available retailers. If you have any questions, contact 
Chris Swee at ceswee@gmail.com or 218-329-7763.


