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The Session:
Moderator: Robert Drake
Clerk of Session: LuAnn Buehre
Treasurer: Chris Swee
Tim Nelson, Ineke Justitz, Frank 
Kratky, Scott Dobovsky, Walt 
Worman, Kathy McKaig, Peggy 
Johnson, Kim Kelsh, Mary Larson, 
Chris Swee

The Deacons
Moderator: Elizabeth Swee
Pegi Ecker, Jim Gale, Kathy 
Giddings, Patti Kratky, Joni 
Lordeman, Arlene Munighan, 
John Ortez, Helen Pemble, Jane 
Tandberg, Kathleen Wilkinson, 
Barb Worman

Emergency Pastoral Care 
Team Lead for April: 
Pegi Ecker

Communion will be celebrated on 
Sunday, April 1st.

Church Gets NEW Defibrillator
It’s finally here!  There is now an AED available 
in our church building.  Due to the generosity of 
Bob Gerke we now have an Automatic External 
Defibrillator that will be available for any persons 
having a cardiac arrest/event in the church 
building or on the church grounds. Working 
with the Memorial Committee, Bob was able 
to make a Dollar-for-Dollar Match to purchase 
the $1200.00 life-saving device. In addition, Bob 
made a generous contribution to the Emergency 
Operating Fund. Thank you, Bob!
An automated external defibrillator (AED) is a portable device that checks the 
heart rhythm and can send an electric shock to the heart to try to restore a normal 
rhythm. AEDs are used to treat sudden cardiac arrest (SCA). SCA is a condition in 
which the heart suddenly and unexpectedly stops beating.
The question running through your head is “How do I use it and what do I do with 
it?”
This device is intended for any person to be able to 
open it, turn it on and listen to the prompts.
Automated external defibrillators are battery-operated, 
portable devices that are lightweight and easy to carry. 
They have sticky pads with electrodes that are meant to 
be attached to the chest of a patient. 
The electrodes detect the patient’s heartbeat and send information to a computer 
system inside the AED. The computer automatically assesses the data to decide 
whether the person is experiencing cardiac arrest and needs an electric shock. 
If a shock is needed, the AED is designed to use voice prompts to walk the user 
through delivering it.
While AEDs are often used by medical personnel, they are designed to be usable 
even by people with little or no medical training.
Our new defibrillator will be located in the main hallway by the coats.  

How effective are AEDs?
Extremely effective—especially compared with CPR without it. AEDs increase 
survival rates for victims of sudden cardiac arrest by more than 80% if the person 
receives treatment within the first three minutes.

Training Sessions
If you are interested in learning more on how to use an AED there will be training 
session held on Wednesday evenings after services and Sunday AM’s after church.  
Become familiar with the AED on any of the following dates:  April 4 and 18 at 
7:30; April 22 and 29 after church services. Classes will be held in the CE wing in 
room 5.  Let Kathy McKaig know if you have any questions.
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Joan Piepkorn
Vern Bancroft
Milt Wilkinson
Jane Lobitz
Jeanne Walker
Raymond Austin

Theresa Samuels
Laura Hagemann
Donald and Marion DeJong
Josh Peterson
Mabel Schneider

Sinda Sambo April 2
Karen Dickelman April 5
Elizabeth Swee April 7
Gilbert Woods April 10
Donald DeJong April 10

Peter Sambo April 14
Robert Gerke April 20
Isaiah Steward April 30
Mary Skalet April 30
William Woods April 30

Mid Week Meal & Program
Wed. April 4th 

Supper: Cod, meatballs for the non-fish eaters, new potatoes, 
creamy cucumber/tomato salad, lefse, milk, caramel waffle 
cookies and Rommegrot

Wed. April 11th - Community Garden Kick-off
Supper: Chili with meat, vegetarian chili, toasted cheese 
crackers, garden fruit salad, fresh fruit, milk

Wed. April 18th - Earth Day Celebration
Supper: Flower pot spinach necatarine salad, ham and cheese 
rolls, guacamole salad, milk, peach granola parfait

Wed. April 25th - Last Midweek Meal 
Supper: Grillin' Out, potato and various salads, pretzels, milk, 
fruit pizza

Meal time: 6:00-6:45pm
Taizé Worship: 7:00pm 
Meal donation is suggested at $7 adult / $2 child
You are always welcome to be our guest should this be a 
financially tight time in life. Your company is enough.

April / May / June Hospitality Team:
Ineke Justitz
Holly Martin
Hal & Pegi Ecker
Gerald & Janet VanAmburg
Scott Ecker & Monika Browne-Ecker

Mary Skalet
Kathy Giddings
Robert & Mary Long
Adam & Joni Massie
Rich & Helen Pemble**
** Group Leaders

The duties of the hospitality group are to Greet, Usher/Record Attendance, Collect Offering, and Prepare/Serve/Cleanup Coffee in Fellowship 
Hall following the church service.  Please note that because of the breakfast Easter Sunday morning there will be no coffee or snack after 
church that morning.
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Pastor Reflections - Why Are You Christian?
Have you ever wondered why you are Christian? During my seminary training, I 
realized that my place of birth contributed the primary reason for my Christian 
confession. Simply put, I was Christian because I was born in America to Christian 
parents. 
Were I born in Mumbai, India, there’s a really good chance that I would be Hindu 
or maybe Muslim. Were I born in Japan in the late nineteenth century, perhaps I 
might worship at Shinto shrines. Were I born in Wittenberg, Germany in 1483, 
I would still be Christian, but I would for sure not be a Presbyterian (we had not 
yet been invented); instead, I would be Roman Catholic. Were I born in Jerusalem 
during the Second Temple period, I would be either a Jew or a Gentile.

Well none of this seems fair! 
If the geography of your birth correlates to a particular religious tradition, then how can any of us suggest that 
our particular faith transcends any other faith? Are you Christian because God blessed you that way, or are you 
Christian because you were born in America in a particular time and to a particular family? 
I once had a professor at seminary who was raised in the Jewish faith. Experiencing a spiritual crisis 
somewhere in her 30s, she converted to Christianity. I trust her faith journey in a way that I do not trust my 
own faith journey. She examined her faith, dissected it entirely, and found that Christianity answered questions 
about her life that her previous faith did not.
Have you ever done this? Have you ever stood outside the faith in which you were born, examined what you 
believe and why, and then searched for meaning in other religious perspectives?
The Apostle Paul did this. As a Pharisee, Paul possessed all the answers; he knew exactly what to do, what to 
say, and what to believe. Certitude inspired his ferocious attacks against followers of Jesus Christ. That is, until 
Jesus stepped in and showed him a different way.
There are two lessons we take away from the story of Paul’s conversion (Acts 9). The first is parochial and 
assumptive: Jesus Christ is the only way to God. The second is radically emancipating: Jesus Christ challenges 
us to look beyond our preconceived notions about life, people, society, faith, and God.
If you’d like to sit down and share your own version of coming to grips with Christianity, please text me, and 
we’ll sit down for an hour and talk. I’d really like to hear your answer to my opening question, “Have you ever 
wondered why you are Christian?”

- Pastor Robert

Session News - March
Good News!  On Sunday mornings during this past month, we saw children jumping on the pews and adults 
clapping and swaying.  We felt their positive energy and joyful excitement.  Pastor Robert brought to life the 
Gospel writings recounting Jesus’ life and work.  He transported us back to the days in which the Roman 
Empire occupied Judea, to the days when a visit to the temple in Jerusalem, say for Passover, meant a 70 mile 
journey from Nazareth, as the crow flies.  We imagined the throngs of people walking all the way to Jerusalem, 
Jesus among them. And we knew ourselves to be in the presence of our Forgiving, Merciful, and Loving God. 
At Session, we know ourselves sustained by our God when we bring our ideas, plans, and concerns to 
our monthly Session meetings.  First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead will become more visible in the 
community through our participation in communal events.  The Grateful Garden will soon be planted.  With 
many new visitors to our church, a special visitor Sunday is being planned for April 22.  Of course, we’re also 
discussing ideas to fix the $30,000 budget problem.  If you have ideas or want to be part of the solution, please 
talk to Robert.  We look forward to seeing you on Sunday and/or Wednesday for the Taizé worship, whose 
prayerful atmosphere brings respite at the week’s midpoint (Taizé 7:00-7:15 p.m.).  Thank you for reading. 
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Presbyterian Trivia
If you are the first person to answer the Presbyterian 
Trivia question by calling the church office at 218-
233-1192 you will receive a gift. The answer and 
winner from this month and a new question will 
appear in the May Newsletter.
Congrats to Elizabeth Swee for answering the 
February Trivia question correctly: 
March Question:
What famous late night talk show host had a mother 
that worked as a secretary at a Presbyterian church?
March Answer:
Dorothy Marie Mengering, better known to Late 
Night and Late Show viewers as Dave's Mom, was the 
mother of late-night talk show host David Letterman 
and frequent telephone and live guest on his show.  
While raising her children, she assisted her husband, 
a florist, and worked as a secretary at her church, 
Second Presbyterian; she was widowed in 1973. In 
1983, she married again, this time to Hans Mengering, 
a retired engineer and decorated World War II veteran 
who died on March 12, 2013.
April Question:
How many US presidents were of Presbyterian faith?

Congregational Meeting Called
A congregation meeting of First Presbyterian 
Church of Moorhead has been set for Sunday April 
15 2018 following Sunday worship. Two items 
need the congregations' attention. 1) Elect two 
congregation members to serve on the Nominating 
Committee and 2) Amend the Church By-Laws to 
change the number of elders serving on Session 
from 12 elders to 10 elders. If you have a desire 
to serve on the Nominating Committee, speak to 
Pastor Robert or LuAnn Buehre.

Hospitality Teams
The First Quarter Hospitality Group has completed 
their 2018 assignment with flying colors.  Thank 
you for your service to 1st Presbyterian Church of 
Moorhead.  Because of you our Sundays were truly 
a time for our church family to come together in 
fellowship and worship knowing the morning would 
run smoothly.  Thank you: 
Ron & Peggy Johnson, Cassidy/Landon Johnson, Bill 
& Marilynn Woods, Jane Lobitz, Clarence & Carole 
Smerud, Joni Lordemann, John & Judy Ortez, Tim/
Ryne Ortez, Garrick & Mary Larson, Greg & Renee 
Akason

Memorial Committee
The Memorial Committee has great news! Recently, two 
significant contributions have been received.  After years of 
maintaining and repairing the church riding lawn mower, 
Doug Buehre found that the mower could no longer be 
repaired.  He and LuAnn have purchased and donated 
a new mower. Maintaining our church grounds is very 
important to make a good first impression when people 
visit us. The new lawn mower also makes it easier for 
everyone who mows the lawn all summer. 
We also want to recognize another FPCM donor, Robert 
Gerke. He has made a dollar-for-dollar match with the 
Memorial Committee to purchase a new, state-of-the art 
defibrillator. This is a life-saving medical device used to 
re-start a heart in medical emergencies.  Bob jokingly 
suggested “Who knows, this might be used on me some 
time”.  Announcements for upcoming training sessions for 
use of the defibrillator will be in the church bulletin and 
the April Newsletter.  In addition, Bob made a Double-Up 
contribution of $1,250.00 to the Emergency Operating 
Fund. For more information on Double-Up contributions 
for this fund, please talk to Pastor Robert.  Thanks to these 
contributions, the Memorial Committee will engrave two 
leaves to be added to the Tree of Life in our church Narthex.  
We need only eight more leaves to reach our 2018 goal of 
adding 10 leaves to the Tree of Life.

Handmade Communion Cloths
A really big thank you goes out to Julie Sorenson, who made our new, 
beautiful Communion cloths. They are pictured here, and you will see 
them in use on Sunday, April 1st. Make sure to thank Julie for her loving 
contribution to our church worship service.

Thank You
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April Nursery Schedule
 9:15 AM 10:15 AM
April 1 Easter - No Sunday School Kathy McKaig
April 8 Mary Larson Holly Martin
April 15 Monkia Ecker-Browne Nicole Hestbeck
April 22 Chris Swee Kim Kelsh
April 29 Adam/Joni Massie Eric/Danielle Mullen

Deacons Deliver Flowers ... and More 
For several decades now First Presbyterian Moorhead has managed a wonderful 
flower recycling program - mostly thanks to Grace and Ken Covey and Elizabeth 
Swee (with the help of many other volunteers over the years).  Where do we get 
the flowers? Following a funeral or memorial service the local funeral homes 
bring us flower donations from the families. FPC Moorhead volunteers then 
create many small bouquets that are delivered to church members and/or local 
senior care facilities. These flowers truly brighten the day for many! And if you 
would like to help rearrange the flower bouquets, please speak with Elizabeth 
Swee.
When the Deacons of FPC visit church members who are seniors or who cannot 
get to church regularly, they will often bring along a bouquet of these flowers. Deacons visit at least twelve church 
members each month. In March, Elizabeth Swee and Pastor Robert brightened Joan Piepkorn’s day with flowers and 
a visit.  When asked what the monthly Deacons visit meant to her, Joan replied, “My visit from the deacons is very 
important!”
For each month’s newsletter we will be featuring the Deacons’ ministry and visits with those church members that we 
don’t get to see at church as much as we would like.   

"So, Who Chooses The Hymns Anyway?"
Have you found yourself sitting in worship on a Sunday wondering who in the world 
chose the hymn you just struggled through?  And what were they thinking??
Actually it's an interesting story, and very reformed!  In our Presbyterian tradition we 
reserve the right to choose the elements of worship to the pastor: sermon topic, prayer 
content, hymn choice.  But often it becomes a team sport when you also have a Music 
Ministry team and vibrant study groups going on.
In our case Pastor Robert has convened a planning session weekly to discuss the upcoming service with music ministry 
and special musicians.  Out of the discussion of scripture and sermon topic will emerge themes and feelings that 
suggest what direction to go in order to choose appropriate hymns for the day.  Other things come into play then:  who 
is available and prepared to lead or play? are we looking at music of our generation for ideas? where is that old favorite 
hymn going to fit in?
If this is an area you would like to be involved in, please speak to Pastor Robert or Diane.  At any rate, let us know what 
you're thinking.

Synod School
Synod School registration is now open. More than 70 classes are scheduled for adults, running the 
gamut from fun to serious, from entertaining to informative, and almost always at the same time. 
There will also be a full program for children and youth.
To learn more about this wonderful event, go to: http://www.lakesandprairies. org/SynodSchool or 
talk to Diane Wray-Williams.

July 22-27, 2018
Buena Vista University, Storm Lake, Iowa
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VBS- June 2018 (2 opportunities) 
This June there will be two opportunities to take part in Vacation Bible School (VBS). 
The first is June 4-7 at First Presbyterian Fargo, when we will be partnering with the Fargo Presbyterian church for 
an evening VBS 5:30-8pm. A meal will be included each night. This VBS’s theme is Shipwrecked- rescued by Jesus. 
The second opportunity is June 25-28 Camp in a Van at our church. This VBS is led by staff from Presbyterian 
Clearwater Forest Camp and will bring camp experiences to Moorhead. While exact schedule for camp in a van is 
being worked on, it will include lunch each day and will start in the morning and end sometime in the afternoon. 
Children of First Presbyterian Church are invited to join us for one or both of these VBSs. Information on 
registration and Camp in a Van schedule will be available soon. 

Engaging Children in Worship 
The CE committee is working on an initiative called engaging children in worship. The idea is finding ways to 
connect kids of the church with worship experiences. We are staring with the artspace in the sanctuary and a 
communion class/helping with the elements of communion and a refresh of the worship bag area of the narthex. In 
the future there will be other ways to engage kids in worship. 
Artspace in the sanctuary is an area for children and youth to interpret/express 
what they are hearing/experiencing as the word is read and proclaimed through 
scripture and the sermon. This space is for children 4th grade and older up to 12th 
grade. There are easels with paper, watercolors, markers and crayons. Also clay 
with shaping tools, and possibly building blocks in the future provide multiple 
options for creative expression. Creations from this space will be displayed around 
the church. This new space is starting on Palm Sunday. 
Communion being one of the two sacraments we celebrate in the Presbyterian 
church is very important to all ages not just adults. With this in mind children of the church will have a class on 
communion May 6 during education hour and help prepare the elements for communion the following Sunday. The 
will also help bring the elements into the sanctuary during worship on May 13. 
In the Narthex you may have noticed changes to the area where the children’s worship bags are located. When the 
refresh of this area is complete you will see a colorful rug, a puzzle bookshelf, a kids coat rack for the worship bags 
and a rocking chair. The worship bags themselves are also getting a new look and new contents. This space should be 
a welcoming area for children and families. With this in mind the rocking chair faces the sanctuary so a parent can 
rock their child while still seeing what is happening during worship. 

A recipe for inviting a friend or family member to church 
Sunday, April 22 at 10:30 am.

Ingredients:
4 cups of Prayer

2 cups of Faith

1 cup of Communication

3 dashes of Love, Kindness, and Friendship

Directions:

Write down a list of people to invite and pray for them daily.

Prayerfully invite a friend or family member. 

Call or text them the day before to let them know you are 
excited to see them at church.

Sit next to them during church.

Introduce them to Pastor Robert after church.
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Let’s Get Personal with the Personnel Committee
Volunteers are great!  Our church couldn’t survive without dedicated and faithful folk willing to help.  But, a church 
also needs paid staff.  Someone with a “The Buck Stops Here” sign around their necks.  The Personnel Committee 
exists to fill the need for staff and to support them once they are hired.  Having an efficient, accountable, committed 
staff is essential to 1) increasing membership and 2) increasing income.  
So, what has the Committee been up to lately?  

• Reviewing job descriptions to ensure they adequately reflect the duties of that job.  
• Managing payroll.
• Holding annual performance reviews for each employee. 
• Planning and executing staff appreciation events/gifts.  
• Meeting periodically with staff to keep spirits up, tensions down.

The Committee has also been busy securing an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) for the building, not only 
for the health and safety of the staff and congregation, but for all the many folks who use our church building.

“Build houses and live in them; and plant 

gardens and eat their produce.” Jeremiah 29:5

Please join Action Ministry Committee for a FREE dinner and short program to 

kick-off First Presbyterian Church of Moorhead’s community gardening mission.

Wednesday, April 11th 6-7:15 pm

First Presbyterian Church  2900 5th St. S.  Moorhead, MN

Cherry Pie Supper a Success!
In spite of Mother Nature’s attempt to minimize the turnout of our annual 
church supper, it was a success. We served 375 people and our net income was 
approximately $3,700 compared to 2017’s income of $3,877.  While the number 
of tickets sold at the door was understandably down because of the weather, our 
pre-sales ticket sales increased after years of decline. I would like to express a 

huge thank you to the congregation for their 
willingness to come out on a blustery day and 
provide the skills and efforts that make our 
church events a success. While I am always 
hesitant in thanking specific individuals for 
their efforts for fear on missing someone, I 
would like to thank Landon Johnson and his fellow members of the Moorhead High 
K-Club for helping wait tables. Comments and suggestions are encouraged.
- Erik Swee
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Easter Sermon Series: “What Is Salvation?”
Ever wondered what exactly is meant when we talk 
about salvation in Jesus Christ? To what is Paul 
referring when he says, “God has destined us not for 
wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:9)? What does it mean that 
Jesus came so that “the world might be saved through 
him” (John 3:17)?
Why are we Christian? What does salvation mean? Is 
salvation our reward for being good Christians?
Join us throughout the entire month of April as we 
explore a sermon series on the meaning of salvation.
Easter Sunday:  “Saved by Jesus Christ! But for what?”
April 8:  “Is Jesus Your Stunt Double?”
April 15:  “Mmmm? What Would Jesus Do?”
April 22:  “Jesus Fought the Devil for Me!”
April 29:  “Saving Jesus from Jesus”

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY, APRIL 22!
9:15 a.m. - Teach In: "What to Say to Climate Skeptics..."
Our own science experts will help you consider how to 
bridge the gap.
10:30 a.m. - Earth Day Celebration of Worship

Join us for a short 15-minute Taizé worship  
at 7:00 PM Wednesdays.


