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The Session:
Moderator: Robert Drake
Clerk of Session: LuAnn Buehre
Treasurer: Chris Swee
Tim Nelson, Ineke Justiz, Frank 
Kratky, Scott Dobovsky, Walt 
Worman, Kathy McKaig, Peggy 
Johnson, Kim Kelsh, Mary Larson, 
Chris Swee

The Deacons
Moderator: Elizabeth Swee
Pegi Ecker, Bonnie Erickson, Jim 
Gale, Kathy Giddings, Nicole 
Hestbeck, Patti Kratky, Joni 
Lordeman, Arlene Munighan, 
John Ortez, Helen Pemble, Jane 
Tandberg, Kathleen Wilkinson, 
Marilynn Woods, Barb Worman

EPTCL for March: 
Barb Worman

Communion will be celebrated 
on Sunday, March 4th as well as, 
Maundy Thursday, March 29th.

2022 and Beyond
If you were there for our Annual Meeting, you know that we will be celebrating two 
anniversaries soon. The first is the 50th anniversary for our current church building. 
We moved into our wonderful building, described as “contemporary, functional, and 
comfortable,” in June 1968.

The second anniversary is our sesquicentennial! In May 2022, First Presbyterian 
Church of Moorhead will turn 150 years old. We were the first church in Fargo-
Moorhead, and we are the oldest church in the area. We are temporary caretakers of 
an impressive tradition, one that each of us can be duly proud. 

We are, however, confronted by a financial challenge. This year we will spend $29,300 
more than we will receive in Sunday offering, pledges, and special gifts. Our expenses 
exceed our income.

Unfortunately, we are in a position where we can longer cut expenses. Over the 
last five years, our church and its committees have done a fantastic job of reducing 
expenses, almost down to the bare bone. If we make any more cuts, we will not be 
able to do the things churches do, and we will not be able to attract new members.

We are very close to a crossroads moment. 

In order for FPCM to attain sesquicentennial status and flourish for another 150 
years (imagine celebrating a tercentenary in 2172!), we must focus on realistic growth 
options over the next four years.

A two-prong approach will guide us through this period. FPCM will focus on two 
goals:

• Increasing membership
• Increasing income

These two goals—membership and income—will be front and center in the decisions 
we make. If we do not focus on these goals, we stand a good chance of closing our 
doors in 2022. If we fail to increase membership, we will close in 2022. If we fail to 
increase income, we will close in 2022. 

I am a shrewd optimist. I am not a Pollyanna administrator. Even though the 
challenges before us loom large, I see numerous avenues for prudent hope. Looking 
down the road into our future, I see an amazing celebration in 2022. I believe we will 
make old Oscar Elmer proud of his pioneering work. 

To make the sesquicentennial dreams of FPCM a reality, we need your help. Working 
closely with all committees, your 2018 Session is reviewing plans to increase our 
membership and increase our income. Over the next few months, we will unveil 
plans in the monthly newsletter. In the meantime, if you want to discuss your role 
in helping FPCM reach 2022, please talk with me. We can discuss plans over coffee 
anytime. My cell phone number is 612-750-5622.
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Vern Bancroft
Milt Wilkinson
Jane Lobitz
Jeanne Walker
Raymond Austin

Theresa Samuels
Laura Hagemann
Donald and Marion DeJong
Josh Peterson
Mabel Schneider

Elenore Adair March 2
Christopher Swee March 2
Amber Ausmus March 4
Ineke Justitz March 6
Helen Pemble March 6
Reene Akason March 11
Robert Ballard March 12
Ana Nelson March 17

Melissa Selders-Ortez March 19
Robert Long March 19
Eliot Sambo March 21
Janet VanAmburg March 24
Hannah Phonethep March 25
Mary Larson March 30
Juneve Givers March 30

Mid Week Meal & Program
Wed. March 7th 

Supper: Stuffed peppers, greek salad, pita bread, milk, baklava

Wed. March 14th
Supper: Reuben and Rachel sandwiches, sweet potato fries/
marshmallow cream, pickles, milk, Bailey's Irish Cream cake

Wed. March 21st
Supper: Potluck, milk

Wed. March 28th
Supper: Assorted egg bakes, fruit cup, caramel rolls, milk

Meal time: 6:00-6:45pm
Simple Church: 7:00pm 
Meal donation is suggested at $7 adult / $2 child
You are always welcome to be our guest should this be a 
financially tight time in life. Your company is enough.

January / February / March Hospitality Team:
Ron & Peggy Johnson

Cassidy/Landon Johnson

Bill & Marilynn Woods

Jane Lobitz

Clarence & Carole Smerud

Joni Lordeman**

John & Judy Ortez

Tim/Ryne Ortez

Garrick & Mary Larson

Greg & Renee Akason
** Group Leaders
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Pastor Reflections - Fear, Sin, and Human Nature
Fear excites us. It gets us going. Our brains and our bodies are wired to react to 
fear. It’s part of the reason we survived as a species. “Look! It’s a bear! Run!!”
But fear can also become a potent tool of manipulation.
During this intense period of public debate about gun control and school 
shootings, we must recognize when someone is pressing all the right emotional 
buttons to incite the primal reaction of fear in our brain and body. 
We are wired for survival. “Fight or flight” is a real and unavoidable part of our 
human existence. It is very difficult to override our instinct to survive. 
That’s why I think sin can be partly defined by examining our instinct to survive. 

The reason the rich, young ruler in Jesus’ parable (Luke 18:18-27) walks away from Jesus is not because he is 
too arrogant in his wealth to follow Jesus. Rather, it is because he believes his survival depends on the food, 
clothing, and shelter that his wealth affords him. We can even go one step further and say that the young man 
believes his survival depends on the high social status purchased by his wealth. 
It comes down to survival. 
But, do not chastise the rich, young ruler because he is arrogant in wealth! Condemn him because he is 
arrogant in survival! 
But wait! How can I condemn our urge to survive? 
I’m not. I am not condemning our desire to live to see another day. If I were, I would go out and sell everything 
I own, stand on a street corner, and preach about the love of Jesus Christ. None of which you will ever see me 
do!
What I am condemning is the role fear plays in our natural instinct to survive when that instinct is 
manipulated for political gain. 
To be very clear, fear is indispensable and unavoidable in situations of extreme violence, such as a battlefield, 
an immigration camp, or a high school in Parkland, Florida. Soldiers, migrants, and children need fear in these 
situations.
But, we do not need fear in our political life. We need civil dialogue, rational investigation, and selfless 
consideration. We need to reach into our own souls and trust that even if something makes no sense in this 
world, it makes sense in God’s world. We need to look beyond ourselves and see the glory of Jesus Christ 
guiding us through the difficult debates that will occur throughout 2018 and into 2020.
As we do, as we go through these tough political times, I urge us to remember what Dr. Martin Luther King 
said in 1957 in a sermon on non-violence: “… we believe as Christians that the end is pre-existent in the 
means.”
What he means is that the use of violence begets violence. 
I am not arguing against the employment of violence. We live in the natural world and we must abide by the 
rules of the natural world. We live in physical bodies, and those bodies are prone to death and destruction. 
Sometimes, we must resort to violence. I am a realist when it comes to that.
But, we must remember that the violence we perpetrate returns to us as violence. This is true because we live 
in a spiritual world and we must abide by the rules of the spiritual world. We live in spiritual bodies, and those 
bodies are prone to emotional sensitivity and psychological trauma.
During this intense period of public debate about gun control and school shootings, we must recognize when 
someone is manipulating the natural tension between our physical lives and our spiritual lives. Fear lives in 
this tension.

- Pastor Robert
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Presbyterian Trivia
If you are the first person to answer the Presbyterian 
Trivia question by calling the church office at 218-
233-1192 you will receive a gift. The answer and 
winner from this month and a new question will 
appear in the April Newsletter.
March Question:
What famous late night talk show host had a mother 
that worked as a secretary at a Presbyterian church?
Nobody gave the correct answer to this question in 
February, so you have another chance to win a prize 
for answering this question!

Session News from February
• New elders were welcomed to the February 

session meeting, Chris Swee and Mary Larson.
• Session welcomed and received Deb 

Piekutowski into membership.
• Rev. Drake presented Five-Year Financial goals 

and some ways to work toward these goals.  
Also an approach to increase membership 
and increase income- how will our decisions 
increase membership, how will our decisions 
increase our income.

• Building & Grounds reported of some major 
repairs that were required recently.  The kitchen 
range had a gas leak which required some new 
parts to fix that. The boiler needed some work 
with service being completed.

• Two members that were elected to the 
Nominating Committee at the Annual meeting 
will need to be replaced. They both are serving 
on other church committees and therefore 
do not represent the congregation at large. A 
congregation meeting will be held Sunday April 
15 following worship to elect two congregation 
members to serve on the Nominating 
Committee.

Online Sermons Appreciated
I thought I should let you know how useful it is to 
have Pastor Robert's sermons on our website. Quite 
a few of my friends, who are not members of our 
church, watch his sermons online. It’s a really good 
service to offer the community. And, the other day, 
when I was at the YMCA, I was talking to a former 
member of our church, and told her about our new 
pastor, and she said that she already knew about 
Pastor Robert and she watches his sermons on our 
website too. Please keep up the good work.
Kathy Giddings

Dorothy Day Thank You!
On 12/31/17
Dear First Presbyterian Church
Thank you for the generous donation of $100 to 
the food pantry. Because of kind & compassionate 
gifts like yours we were able to distribute 1,273,766 
pounds of food to 18,981 families between our two 
parties. Your support means the world to us.
Sincerely,
Staff & Guests

Cooper House Thank You!
I’d like to give a big thanks to the church members 
who contributed hygiene items for the Cooper 
House residents.  They were excited and appreciative 
of their gifts.  I’m really grateful that we are such a 
caring church.
Bonnie Erickson

CE update:
The children of the church continue to enjoy the 
Whirl and Connect lessons Sunday mornings 
with videos and projects that help reinforce the 
main points each week.  Plans are in the works 
for two VBS opportunities this summer.  More 
information about each will be announced 
soon, wanted to share the dates to put on your 
calendars.  An evening VBS will take place  June 
4-7 and a daytime VBS June 25-29. 

Easter Lilies
Easter is not that far away. As we begin the Lenten Season 
please consider adding an Easter Lily for display in the 
sanctuary on Easter Sunday. You can give a lily to honor a 
person, or in memory of a loved one. Deadline for purchase is 
Palm Sunday and the cost 
is $10. Please see Elizabeth 
Swee 701 446 7479 or 
bswee@aol.com or contact 
the church office
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March Nursery Schedule
 9:15 AM 10:15 AM
March 4 Monica Ecker Brown Nicole Hestbeck
March 11 (clocks ahead) Chris/Nadine Swee Kathy McKaig
March 18 Adam/Joni Massie Kim Kelsh
March 25 Maggie Sambo Eric/Danielle Mullen

New Office Hours and Procedures
As you already know, our office coordinator, Kathy Shark, will work remotely from Devils Lake. What you may not 
know is that her hours have been cut 50%, from 15 hours per week to 7.5 hours per week. 
There are now many, many things Kathy used to do for us that she will no longer have the time to do. We all wish 
everything could have stayed the same; we wish Kathy were still here at the office with us (her presence will truly be 
missed), and we wish she could still do all those little things that made our lives easier. But that is not the case. 
Here are some things you can do to help out:

• If you have a Sunday bulletin announcement, please type out the entire announcement exactly like you want it to 
be printed. Kathy can no longer transcribe or edit your announcement. Keep it brief, 
no more than three lines, and get it to Kathy no later than Wednesday 8:00 am.

• Kathy can no longer forward emails. Please refer to the member directory for email 
addresses and phone numbers. 

• If you are a committee chair or secretary, please do not include Kathy in email chains. 
In addition, email your minutes directly to LuAnn Buehre.

• Because Kathy works remotely from Devils Lake, she cannot perform printing tasks.
• If a committee wants something placed on the church calendar that is not already 

clearly stated in the minutes of their meeting, they should email that information to 
Kathy no later than 8:00 am on the Thursday before the Newsletter Deadline (two days 
after the Session meeting). 

Here are the new office hours:
Kathy Shark
8:00am – 10:30   Monday, Wednesday, Thursday

Office Volunteers
10:00am – Noon  
Wednesday - Dagne F.
Thursday - Kathy G. / Mary S.

New Life 
Join us March 4 at noon for lunch at the Brickhouse Tavern (a family friendly place) located in the Azool center near 
Hornbacher's off 8th St and 40th Ave.  
March 24 we will be having dinner and a movie starting at 5pm featuring Disney’s The Lion King.  We will provide  
pizza and popcorn. A small movie-related craft will be made prior to watching the movie. 
In April watch for an outing to the Wurst Bier Hall and some outdoor activities to celebrate spring.   
Do you have an interest/hobby  you would love to share with others? It could be attending plays, being a foodie, 
being a fan of a particular beverage, playing a sport, etc..  New Life would love to connect you with others who may 
have a similar interest, we can help you start a group based on what you enjoy doing.  Please email Scott D. at ce@
firstpresmhd.org  if you would like to be part of one of these interest based groups. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

March Worship Schedule
(Use the Psalm readings as a great way to start your Sunday morning. Read ahead and study the Scripture passage. Pastor 
Robert welcomes any questions you have about the readings.)

Sunday, March 4th, Third Sunday in Lent
Psalm Reflection: Psalm 19
OT Reading: Exodus 20:1-17
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Gospel Reading: John 2:13-22

Sunday, March 11, Fourth Sunday in Lent
Psalm Reflection: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
OT Reading: Number 21:4-9
Epistle Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10
Gospel Reading: John 3:14-21

Sunday, March 18, Fifth Sunday in Lent
Psalm Reflection: 51:1-12
OT Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Epistle Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10
Gospel Reading: John 12:20-33

Sunday, March 25, Palm Sunday (start of Holy Week services)

Psalm Reflection: 118:1-2, 19-29
Palms Reading: John 12:12-16

Thursday, March 29, Maundy Thursday
Psalm Reflection: 116:1-2, 12-19
OT Reading: Exodus 12:1-14
Epistle Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Gospel Reading: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Friday, March 30, Good Friday
Psalm Reflection: Psalm 22 
OT Reading: Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Epistle Reading: Hebrews 10:16-25
Gospel Reading: John 18:1-19:42


